


VITILIGO IN  
AIESHA’S 
WORDS
“Vitiligo is a skin condition that causes 
the loss of pigment in blotches. It 
can affect anyone of any age, gender 
and ethnicity. Of course, the darker 
you are, the more noticeable it is. 
The patterns of missing pigments 
is unique to each individual with 
vitiligo. There’s no telling whether it 
will spread across the body, or if 
it will just be one small patch. The 
cause is unknown. Vitiligo may be an 
autoimmune disease. These diseases 
happen when your immune system 
mistakenly attacks some part of your 
own body. There is no cure.”



ABOUT AIESHA 
ROBINSON
Overcoming the obstacles of living with vitiligo isn’t easy. In 
fact, it took Aiesha a little over five years to start accepting 
herself and turn what seemed to be a negative situation 
into a positive one. Through a conversation with her brother 
Jamie, Aiesha was brought to the pivotal realization that 
she could rise above Vitiligo. Jamie’s simple words were 
“You have vitiligo. You can’t change that. So it’s either you 
loath in self pity, or you do something about it. Turn your 
negative into a positive.” That’s when Aiesha decided to 
take control of her life.

Aiesha Robinson uses “The Secret”, a compelling novel 
that describes the great powers and myths associated 
with the law of attraction, as a great source for inspiration. 
‘What you think about is what you bring about’. This, along 
with other self-help books helped her gain confidence 
and self-acceptance. As she was gradually developing this 
confidence / acceptance, Aiesha released a short film that 
documented a day in the life of someone with vitiligo. From 
there, she instantly realized how she could begin helping 
people and decided to take it a step further by starting and 
creating the non-profit organization entitled, Born To Rise.







WHAT IS  
BORN TO RISE?

Born To Rise (BTR) began as a non-profit organiza-
tion with objectives to feature real people sharing real 
stories which explore and bring awareness to topics 
such as vitiligo, self acceptance, acceptance of others, 
bullying as well as other relevant issues within the 
realm of rising above adversities.

Through the power of Social Media, BTR has now 
developed into a digitally inspiring and engaging 
platform connecting people through social media 
while focusing on being recognized on a global scale. 

Aiesha Robinson’s mission as BTR’s founder is to spread 
the BTR message within schools, boys & girls clubs, 
camps and social media through the sharing of her 
personal struggle and acceptance of living with vitiligo. 
Furthermore, Aiesha strives to promote an important 
dialogue to support the empowerment of youth by giving 
them a platform to share their own stories. With the 
help of generous contributors, BTR will reach a diverse 
audience dealing with relatable issues. The goal is to 
help the masses RISE against all odds and empower 
themselves by developing a community to support and 
foster the important dialogue that is created by BTR. 

HOW DOES 
BORN TO RISE 
WORK?

BTR Tour is Born To Rise’s annual show which takes place in one market around the world. 
The show is an interactive experience where our audience is invited for an evening filled with inspiration. 

Featuring real people, sharing real stories, BTR Tour brings together artists, talented guests and many more to engage 
with / inspire its guests to recognize that they too can rise above whatever current challenges they may face. 



WHAT IS BTR’S 
MISSION?
The mission of Born To Rise is 
simple.  

Through focusing on real people, 
sharing real stories, BTR’s 
initiative is to develop and foster 
a community of like minded, 
empathetic and supportive people 
who can motivate and inspire each 
other by recognizing that they are 
Born To Rise above their obstacles. 



Branding created for Born To Rise, an organization that 
encourages people who are suffering from any kind of 
condition to speak about it. 

The logo mimics the center pattern of a sea turtle’s 
shell, an animal that shows a great deal of strength 
and perseverance as well as the circles representing a 
past, present and future. Once a sea turtle is hatched 
its difficult and most times short lived life begins. The 
hatchlings must face numerous obstacles and predators 
all while learning how to walk and swim without the 
help of their mother. Only one out of hundreds of 
sea turtles will survive this difficult journey and begin 
their life in the ocean. The founder Aiesha Robinson 
represents that one percent.



“YOU HAVE VITILIGO, 
YOU CAN’T CHANGE 

THAT, SO IT’S 
EITHER YOU LOATH IN 
SELF-PITY, OR YOU DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT.  
TURN YOUR NEGATIVE 

INTO A POSITIVE.”



Bonvilain - 2016 

Dermablend - Dec 2016  

Refinery 29 - 2016 

 Missguided - Oct 1st 2017 

Montreal Fashion Week 
Aug 2016-2017 

Fashion For A Cause Montreal  
2015 - 16 - 17 

Breakfast Television: 
Bathing Suit Model - 2017

Modeling Representation:
Kill Management Fashion Modeling Agency

http://www.killmanagement.com



We Day: Guest speaker for WE Day Montreal and for their ‘Evening of Inspira-
tion.’

LOVE (Leave Out Violence) Leadership Camp: August 17th, 2017 Aiesha held a mini 
BTR show at the LOVE Leadership camp. LOVE’s vision is “To inspire youth 
to build a society free of fear and violence. LOVE believes that youth offer 
concrete reality-based solutions to their own problems and that changes in 
youth attitudes and behaviours are best made through peer-to-peer com-
munication. This approach gives program participants the ability to change 
themselves, while also building the capacity to help others. LOVE’s approach 
recognizes and validates the perspective from which youth speak.”

LOVE Program: In 2016, Aiesha spoke at the LOVE program. This consisted of 12 
students dealing with their share of adversity. 

Horizon (Alternative) School: Aiesha had a captivating message that even the 
toughest audience will settle down to listen. Click on this link to see the testi-
monials from the teachers:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awQswrNvhIQ&t=41s 

Influence Montreal Panelist: Participated on the “1 Cause + 1 Brand = A Move-
ment: Conscious Warriors & Entrepreneurship” panel. 

McGill Dermatology Program: Guest speaker for the students who are in the McGill 
medical field and are thinking of studying Dermatology. It was a small in-
quisitive group. Here is the email Aiesha got back from them. “Thank you so 
much for sharing your story with us yesterday. I spoke to many of the stu-
dents afterwards, and everyone gave positive feedback. I am looking forward 
to hearing from you in the future and to help you promote the Born to Rise 
event among the McGill medical student body.” - Oct 11,2017

World Vitiligo Day: In honor of World Vitiligo Day, June 25th 2015, fellow vitili-

goers united to share celebrate and share infor-
mation about vitiligo. Aiesha, was an honored 
speaker. 
Villa Maria High School: Villa Maria held an event 
for Positive Body Talk Week. Aiesha was asked 
to bring in some of her BTR speakers and speak 
about this subject. This is part of the feedback 
from the teacher who organzied the event: “Oh 
MY GOODNESS did the students love it!  We even 
spoke about it in class the next day with one of 
the girls on the side who asked a few questions.  
It really was an amazing experience and they 
learned a great deal.  Thank you so much for mak-
ing it happen and I look forward to having you 
speak in future years, as well.  I loved the diversi-
ty of the messages - I am really grateful that you 
managed to pull together all of these people - so 
happy I know you all :). “ Nov 24th, 2016

Pierrefonds Comprehensive High School: Guest speak-
er for Anti bullying day. http://montrealgazette.
com/news/local-news/west-island-gazette/
high-school-reinforces-accepting-and-respect-
ful-learning-environment 



AWARDS: Montreal Community Cares: Paul Frappier Leadership Award 2015  
- recognized as one Montreal, Canada’s top Youth Leaders and Mentors

PRESS:
The Concordian - http://theconcordian.com/2017/04/aiesha-robinson-was-born-to-rise/
The Globe & Mail - https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/canada-150/living-we/founder-of-born-to-rise-mon-
treal-change-maker-aiesha-robinson-encourages-healing-through-self-expression/article35453676/?ref=http://www.
theglobeandmail.com& 
CBC News - http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/vitiligo-aiesha-robinson-1.3979929 
Raw Trvl - http://www.rawtrvl.com/womyn/aiesha-robinson-skin/ 
Montreal Community Contact - http://theconcordian.com/2017/04/aiesha-robinson-was-born-to-rise
Red-Vitiligo - http://redvitiligo.blogspot.ca/2017/04/el-vitiligo-de-aiesha-robinson.html
Montreal Gazette - http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/west-island-gazette/high-school-reinforces-accept-
ing-and-respectful-learning-environment
Montreal Got Style - http://montrealgotstyle.com/tag/aiesha-robinson/
Veil - https://www.veilcovercream.com/blog/2016/10/inspirational-people-aiesha-robinson/
Forgetthebox -http://www.forgetthebox.net/born-to-rise/

TV APPEARANCES:

RADIO INTERVIEWS/FEATURES:
CJAD

MAGAZINE FEATURES:
Magistrale Magazine: Montreal based French Magazine
Summer 2017 - LINK HERE

TBisB (Black is Beautiful) Magazine:
Canada Based Magazine - Summer 2017



Aiesha Robinson
Born To Rise - Founder
Inspirational Speaker
Model (Kill Management)

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/borntorise.mtl
Instagram: @borntorise.mtl // @aiesharobinson_
Website: www.borntorise.net // killmanagement.com
Email: a.borntorise@gmail.com


